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What is a Nonprofit?

• IRS Tax Status - Organized/incorporated as a not-for-profit or 
charitable corporation

• Created for the public good (public service mission)
• Reinvests profits in to accomplishing the mission
• “Owned” by the public
• Governed by a volunteer board (Governance structures must 

preclude self-interest and private financial gain (also known as 
private inurement))

• Exempt from paying federal tax
• Special legal status that stipulates gives to them are tax 

deductive
• Multiple stakeholders and names
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Our Nonprofit Landscape

• Total Revenue: $90 Billion ($78 Billion in 2014)

• Hold Assets: $205.7 Billion ($183 Billion in 2014)

• Provide annual payroll of $26.6 billion ($14.6 Billion in Wages in 2014)

• Directly employed more than 530,000 people in 2016, or 6 % of Florida’s 
employed workforce (was 466,000 or 5.4% in 2012)

• Compare in employment size to Florida’s construction and manufacturing 
sectors

• Ranks 40th lowest in the nation for nonprofit assets per capita

• America’s 50 Worst Charities

Statistics from Florida Nonprofit Alliance, As of March 2018 Economic Impact Report 
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Our Nonprofit Landscape

• 83,449 nonprofits (501c3s) in Florida (76,000 in 2014)

• Hillsborough County – 5,433 and 36,778 paid employees

• Pinellas County – 4,167 and29,782 paid employees

• Polk County – 2,250 and 14,633 paid employees

• Sarasota County – 2, 154 nonprofits and 12,718 employees

• Manatee County – 1,368 nonprofits & 4,041 employees
Statistics from Florida Nonprofit Alliance, As of March 2018 Economic Impact Report 
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Tampa Bay Region

• Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, & Sarasota 
counties

• 17,844 Nonprofits*

• Revenue: $20,283,125,867; Assets: $53,632,864,460 

• Average Employment: 105,897

• Annual Wages: $4,793,118,940

• Hourly Wage: $21.76

• 3 of Top 10 Counties in # of Nonprofits & Assets: Hillsborough (#5 – 5,432; $27 
billion; Pinellas (#7 – 4,164; $12 billion ; Polk (#10 – 2,250; 5 billion)

Statistics from Florida Nonprofit Alliance, As of March 2018 Economic Impact Report
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Nonprofit Governing Documents

• Articles of Incorporation

• Bylaws

• Form 990*

• Conflict of Interest, Whistleblower, Document 
Retention (Policies)
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Nonprofit Life Cycle

The 5 Life Stages of Nonprofit 
Organizations

by Judith Sharken Simon 
and J. Terence Donovan
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“If you don’t know where you’re going, 
any road will get you there.” 

– Cheshire Cat, Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland

The Importance of Mission & Vision
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• Mission Driven

• Board Led

• Volunteer Fueled

• Staff Managed

• Fundraising (& Friend-raising) Focused

• Client/Service Niches

• Working in the Social Sector (or looking for work)

• AVO vs. staffed nonprofit

Dynamics of the NPO Sector
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• Increased Public Scrutiny

• Board Culture & Engagement (Serve NOT Sit)

• Social Enterprise & Earned Income

• Crowdfunding (gofundme, KickStarter, indiegogo)

• Going Viral (ALS Ice Bucket Challenge)

• Generational Changes in Leadership

• Donor Fatigue 

NPO Sector Trends
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• Nonprofit Status = tax designation, NOT a way of life

• Overhead Costs vs. Program Costs (Dan Pallotta)

• All nonprofits do good work, and mean well

• Running a nonprofit is easier than running a  for-profit 
business

• Grants are easy to receive & manage

NPO Sector Myths
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Resources

• Independent Sector (independentsector.org)
• National Council of Nonprofits (councilofnonprofits.org)
• Nonprofit Leadership Center of Tampa Bay (nonprofitleadershipcenter.com)
• Guidestar (guidestar.org)
• Social Enterprise Alliance (https://socialenterprise.us) 
• Stand For Your Mission Campaign (standforyourmission.org)
• Alliance for Justice (afj.org) 
• Grant Gopher (grantgopher.com) 
• Social Stanford Innovation Review (ssir.org) 
• BoardSource (boardsource.org)
• Board Builders (http://boardbuilders.com/governance)
• Leading with Intent: Nonprofit Governance Report (https://leadingwithintent.org) 
• GivingUSA: https://givingusa.org/

www.ConnectForMore.com
©2019 All Rights Reserved

https://socialenterprise.us/
http://boardbuilders.com/governance
https://leadingwithintent.org/
https://givingusa.org/


Liz Wooten-Reschke, MPA  

President/CEO & Lead Consultant

For Resource lists and downloads visit: 
www.ConnectforMore.com

Twitter: @ConnectForMore

* Board & Organizational Development *

* Workshop & Retreat Facilitation *

* Coaching & Ongoing Support *

* Philanthropic Advising *

Thank you!

http://www.connectformore.com/

